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  Regular meeting of the Revere City Council was called to order at 

6:00 P.M. 

   President Powers presiding. 

 

1.       Salute to the Flag by the members of the Revere City  

Council and those in attendance. 

 

2.        Roll Call of Members:   Councillors Arrigo, Giannino, 

Haas, McKenna, Morabito, Novoselsky, Patch, Reardon, Zambuto and 

President Powers present.  Councillor Guinasso was absent. 

 

3.      Approval of the Journal of the meeting held on June 1,  

2015. 

 

   The Journal of the meeting held on June l, 2015 was 

declared approved as presented. 

 

4.       City Councillor George V. Colella Academic Awards will be  

awarded to the top performing 5
th

 and 8
th

 graders in the City of Revere. 

 

Addressing the City Council at this time were: 

 

Mayor Dan Rizzo 

 

Scholarship Committee Co-Chairs 

Carol Tye and Daniel Ferrara 

 

   Ordered awarded and placed on file. 

      

15-122 5. Ms. Kitty Bowman from MGH will be presented a 

Certificate of Commendation in recognition of her retirement as Director of 

Revere Cares. 

 

  Ordered awarded and filed. 

 

12-022 6. Joint meeting of the utility companies to discuss double  

poles. 

 

Addressing the City Council at this time were: 

Stan Usovicz, Verizon 

Dan Cameron, National Grid 

 

  Ordered received and placed on file. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

7. Report of the Economic Development Sub-Committee 



 

15-119A           RE:  Motion of Councillor Hass being reported out of the 

Economic Development Sub-Committee:  That Council Order 15-119 be 

referred to the Office of the Attorney General for an opinion as to whether or 

not discussion relative to the motion can be discussed in Executive Session. 

 

Minority Report offered by Councillor Zambuto at this time to discuss this 

matter further in Executive Session. 

   

Minority Report of Councillor Zambuto failed on a Roll Call:  

Councillors Novoselsky, Patch, and Zambuto voting “YES”.   Councillors 

Arrigo, Giannino, Haas, McKenna, Morabito, Reardon, and President Powers 

voting “NO”.   Councillor Guinasso absent. 

 

  Original report of the Economic Development Sub-Committee 

was now taken up and declared Ordered on a Roll Call:   Councillors Arrigo, 

Giannino, Haas, Morabito, Reardon and President Powers voting “YES”.  

Councillors McKenna, Novoselsky, Patch, and Zambuto voting “NO”.    

Councillor Guinasso absent. 

 

C-15-01 8.       Report of the Zoning Sub-Committee: 

 

        RE:   Flightcar, 620 Davis Street, San Francisco CA  94111 

seeking permission from the Revere City Council to operate a rental car 

service at #85 American Legion Highway, Revere, Ma., which is located 

within the TED District.    The operation of a rental car service is allowed only 

by special permit within the TED District. 

 

  Motion to grant the relief requested was declared Ordered on a 

Roll Call:  Councillors Arrigo, Giannino, Haas, McKenna, Morabito, 

Novoselsky, Patch, Reardon, Zambuto and President Powers voting “YES”.  

Councillor Guinasso absent. 

 

       Communications 

 

15-127 9. Comm. from the Mayor relative to re-appointments to 

various boards and commissions. 

 

  I would ask that you consider the following  reappointments: 

 

Revere Resident Monitoring Committee 

Richard Pedi, 35 Salem Street, Medford, MA 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals 

Michael Tucker, 8 Ellerton Street, Revere, MA 

 

Historical Commission 

Justin Capodilupo, 10 Cary Avenue, Revere, MA 

Jeffrey Pearlman, 20 America Way, Salem, MA 

Rose Napolitano, 250 Cushman Avenue, Revere, MA 

 

  Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

 



  Ordered received and filed. 

 

15-129 10.    Comm. from the Chief of Police: 

 

  RE:   Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) 

Program Fiscal Year – 2015 Local Solicitation – City of Revere Police 

Department. 

 

 This is a request by the Revere Police Department to include on the City 

Council agenda for the June 8, 2015 meeting, notification that the City of 

Revere Police Department will be applying by June 26, 2015, for the Fiscal 

Year 2015 Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) 

Program, local Solicitation, in the amount of $21,033.  This funding will be 

used to maintain a part time community resource coordinator position and to 

purchase community outreach educational items.    The application for this 

grant will be available for review at the Office of the Chief of Police, 400 

Revere Beach Parkway, Revere, Ma. 

 

 If you have any questions, please contact me at 286-8326, or via email at 

jcafarelli@reverepolice.org.   Thank you. 

 

  Ordered received and placed on file. 

 

15-130    11. Comm. from the Director of Veterans Affairs: 

 

 I have received a request from the family of William A. Lanza to have a 

memorial square designated in his honor.   They requested a Memorial 

Square at the corner of Ann Road and Malden Street. 

 

 Sergeant Lanza was an aerial gunner on a B25 Bomber and on his 28
th

 

mission.   His plane was shot down over Italy on May 6, 1944.   He was 

assisted by Italian Partisans and was liberated by British Troop on July 27, 

1944. 

 

 It would be fitting to have a Memorial Square to honor one of Revere’s 

Hero’s. 

 

 A copy of his DD-214 is on file in this office.  

 

  Ordered on a Motion of Councillor Patch:  That a Memorial 

Square in Honor of William A. Lanza be designated at the corner of Ann 

Road and Malden Street. 

 

15-131 12. Comm. from the Mayor: 

 

 I hereby request the City Council’s confirmation of Vincent Carbone, 

19 Stonecrest Drive, Saugus, MA, as a Constable for the City of Revere. 

 

 In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 41, Section 91 of the 

Massachusetts General Laws, this reappointment is granted for a period of 

three years, unless sooner revoked by the Mayor, Chief of Police or the 

Honorable City Council. 

 

mailto:jcafarelli@reverepolice.org


 Mr. Carbone has been advised that the Appointment sub-committee will 

be contacting him shortly with a date and time to appear before them 

concerning this reappointment. 

 

   Ordered referred to the Appointment subcommittee. 

 

15-132 13. Comm. from the Mayor: 

 

 Please be advised that in accordance with the provisions of Title l3, 

Chapter 13.08.425 of the Revised Ordinances of the City of Revere, as most 

recently amended, I hereby request that Linskey Excavating Company, 47 

Jefferson Avenue, Salem, Ma., be appointed as a licensed drainlayer for the 

City of Revere. 

 

 Please take careful notice that all drainlayer licenses expire on April lst, 

annually, unless sooner revoked by the Mayor and the City Council. 

 

 Mr. William Linskey has been advised that he will be contacted directly 

by the Appointment sub-committee with a date and time to appear before 

them concerning this appointment. 

 

   Ordered referred to the Appointment sub-committee. 

 

15-119 14. Comm. from the Mayor: 

 

 I have been advised by the City’s legal counsel that any discussion of 

Motion 15-119 by the full City Council or any of its sub-committees must take 

place in executive session, in accordance with MGL c. 30A, ss 21(a)(3), in 

order to protect the City’s litigation position. 

 

 Based on advice of counsel, the City’s staff and attorneys are not 

authorized to discuss Motion 15-119 before the City Council or any of its sub-

committees in open session. 

 

  Ordered referred to Committee. 

 

15-134A 15.   Comm. from the Mayor: 

 

  RE:   Loan Order for SSES  Phase VII Investigations 

  Mass DEP CY-2015-CWSRF 3956 

 

 

 I am writing to request a public hearing for one new Loan Order for 

borrowing under the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 

Protection’s (MassDEP’s) Calendar Year 2015 (CY-2015) Clean Water State 

Revolving Fund (“CWSRF”).  The CWSRF was established to provide a low-

cost funding mechanism to assist municipalities in complying with federal and 

state water quality requirements. In this round, the City is seeking to borrow 

funding for planning of the following project:   

 

 CWSRF Planning Project No. 3956 - $1,700,000 for the SSES Phase VII 

Investigations.  

 



This CWSRF loan received initial approval by DEP.  (See MassDEP’s Final 

CY-2015 CWSRF Intended Use Plan, pertinent portions of which are 

attached.)  

 

 As was the case last year, in order to take advantage of these 2% low 

interest loans and potential principal forgiveness again this year, the City 

must complete two steps:  first – approve a Resolution expressly authorizing 

the Mayor to file all applications and execute documents necessary for the 

loans; and second – approve Loan Orders for the balance of each project.  I 

have attached copies of the required Resolutions and Loan Orders.  

 

 The City Council should recognize that these significant borrowings 

within the City’s Water & Sewer Enterprise Fund will likely be a regular 

annual event during the course of the next decade.  The planning work 

proposed with this new fund, as well as similar work necessary in future 

years, will be required commitments of the City’s Consent Decree with the 

U.S. Dept. of Justice, to remedy historic violations of the Federal Clean Water 

Act. 

 

 Specifically, the work proposed under the CY-2015 CWSRF funding 

will accomplish the following.  The $1.7 million in planning funds will be 

utilized for two categories of work:   

 

(1) To investigate SSES in further required areas within the City of Revere 

Sewer System.  

 

  I ask that the City Council approve the Resolutions and move this Loan 

Order to a public hearing at its earliest opportunity.  In advance of the public 

hearing, I will arrange for the City’s consultants, CDM Smith, to provide the 

City Council with an update on the status of the previous and ongoing work 

completed within our sewer and stormwater systems to meet the demands of 

the EPA, the U.S. Justice Dept. and the Consent Decree.  This background 

should assist the Council as it deliberates on this most recent funding request. 

 

            Ordered referred to a public hearing. 

 

15-134B 16.     Comm. from the Mayor: 

 

  RE:  Loan Order for Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 

  Mass DEP CY-2015-CWSRF 3957 

 

 I am writing to request a public hearing for one new Loan Order for 

borrowing under the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 

Protection’s (MassDEP’s) Calendar Year 2015 (CY-2015) Clean Water State 

Revolving Fund (“CWSRF”).  The CWSRF was established to provide a low-

cost funding mechanism to assist municipalities in complying with federal and 

state water quality requirements. In this round, the City is seeking to borrow 

funding for planning of the following project:   

 

 CWSRF Planning Project No. 3957 - $800,000 for the Illicit Discharge 

Detection and Elimination Planning and Inspections.  

 



This CWSRF loan received initial approval by DEP.  (See MassDEP’s Final 

CY-2015 CWSRF Intended Use Plan, pertinent portions of which are 

attached.)  

 

 As was the case last year, in order to take advantage of these 2% low 

interest loans and potential principal forgiveness again this year, the City 

must complete two steps:  first – approve a Resolution expressly authorizing 

the Mayor to file all applications and execute documents necessary for the 

loans; and second – approve Loan Orders for the balance of each project.  I 

have attached copies of the required Resolutions and Loan Orders.  

 

 The City Council should recognize that these significant borrowings 

within the City’s Water & Sewer Enterprise Fund will likely be a regular 

annual event during the course of the next decade.  The planning work 

proposed with this new fund, as well as similar work necessary in future 

years, will be required commitments of the City’s Consent Decree with the 

U.S. Dept. of Justice, to remedy historic violations of the Federal Clean Water 

Act. 

 

 Specifically, the work proposed under the CY-2015 CWSRF funding 

will accomplish the following.  The $800,000 in planning funds will be utilized 

for two categories of work:   

 

(1) To investigate and eliminate illicit discharge connections; and 

 

(2) To continue to develop and implement a house to house inspection 

program for the purpose of identifying sump pump for removal or re-

direction.  

 

  I ask that the City Council approve the Resolutions and move this Loan 

Order to a public hearing at its earliest opportunity.  In advance of the public 

hearing, I will arrange for the City’s consultants, CDM Smith, to provide the 

City Council with an update on the status of the previous and ongoing work 

completed within our sewer and stormwater systems to meet the demands of 

the EPA, the U.S. Justice Dept. and the Consent Decree.  This background 

should assist the Council as it deliberates on this most recent funding request. 

 

           Ordered referred to a public hearing. 

 

15-134C  17.      Comm. from the Mayor: 

   

RE: Loan Order for Collection System Rehabilitation  

  Mass DEP CY-2015-3958  

 

 I am writing to request a public hearing for one new Loan Order for 

borrowing under the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 

Protection’s (MassDEP’s) Calendar Year 2015 (CY-2015) Clean Water State 

Revolving Fund (“CWSRF”).  The CWSRF was established to provide a low-

cost funding mechanism to assist municipalities in complying with federal and 

state water quality requirements. In this round, the City is seeking to borrow 

funding for construction of the following project:   

 



 CWSRF Construction Project No. 3958 - $13,450,000 for construction of 

stormwater and wastewater collection systems capital improvements.  

 

 

This CWSRF loan received initial approval by DEP.  (See MassDEP’s Final 

CY-2015 CWSRF Intended Use Plan, pertinent portions of which are 

attached.)  

 

 As was the case last year, in order to take advantage of these 2% low 

interest loans and potential principal forgiveness again this year, the City 

must complete two steps:  first – approve a Resolution expressly authorizing 

the Mayor to file all applications and execute documents necessary for the 

loans; and second – approve Loan Orders for the balance of each project.  In 

accordance with Federal funding requirements, the CWSRF program 

includes an additional loan subsidy provided by MassDEP again this year.  

Additional subsidy is defined by Congress as principal forgiveness, grants or 

negative interest loans. The City of Revere has been determined to qualify for 

additional subsidies under the Environmental Justice and Green Project 

categories based on applications prepared and submitted to MassDEP for the 

City by CDM Smith.  I have attached copies of the required Resolutions and 

Loan Orders.  

 

 The City Council should recognize that these significant borrowings 

within the City’s Water & Sewer Enterprise Fund will likely be a regular 

annual event during the course of the next decade.  The construction work 

proposed with this new fund, as well as similar work necessary in future 

years, will be required commitments of the City’s Consent Decree with the 

U.S. Dept. of Justice, to remedy historic violations of the Federal Clean Water 

Act. 

 

 Specifically, the work proposed under the CY-2015 CWSRF funding 

will accomplish the following.  The $13.45 million in construction funds will be 

utilized for three categories of work:   

 

(1) To rehabilitate sewer pipelines and manholes to reduce inflow into the 

wastewater system;  

 

(2) To rehabilitate storm drains to improve flood control and/or to reduce 

the amount of stormwater entering the wastewater system; and 

 

(3) To complete the capital improvements to stormwater and wastewater 

pump stations throughout the City. 

 

  I ask that the City Council approve the Resolutions and move this Loan 

Order to a public hearing at its earliest opportunity.  In advance of the public 

hearing, I will arrange for the City’s consultants, CDM Smith, to provide the 

City Council with an update on the status of the previous and ongoing work 

completed within our sewer and stormwater systems to meet the demands of 

the EPA, the U.S. Justice Dept. and the Consent Decree.  This background 

should assist the Council as it deliberates on this most recent funding request. 

  

          Ordered referred to a public hearing. 

 



15-134D 18. Comm. from the Mayor: 

 

  RE:  Loan Order for Illicit Connection Removal Program 

  Mass DEP CY 2015 CWSRF 3959 

   

 

 I am writing to request a public hearing for one new Loan Order for 

borrowing under the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 

Protection’s (MassDEP’s) Calendar Year 2015 (CY-2015) Clean Water State 

Revolving Fund (“CWSRF”).  The CWSRF was established to provide a low-

cost funding mechanism to assist municipalities in complying with federal and 

state water quality requirements. In this round, the City is seeking to borrow 

funding for construction of the following project:   

 

 CWSRF Construction Project No. 3959 - $2,900,000 for construction 

associated with illicit connection removals throughout the City.  

 

This CWSRF loan received initial approval by DEP.  (See MassDEP’s Final 

CY-2015 CWSRF Intended Use Plan, pertinent portions of which are 

attached.)  

 

 As was the case last year, in order to take advantage of these 2% low 

interest loans and potential principal forgiveness again this year, the City 

must complete two steps:  first – approve a Resolution expressly authorizing 

the Mayor to file all applications and execute documents necessary for the 

loans; and second – approve Loan Orders for the balance of each project.  In 

accordance with Federal funding requirements, the CWSRF program 

includes an additional loan subsidy provided by MassDEP again this year.  

Additional subsidy is defined by Congress as principal forgiveness, grants or 

negative interest loans. The City of Revere has been determined to qualify for 

additional subsidies under the Environmental Justice and Green Project 

categories based on applications prepared and submitted to MassDEP for the 

City by CDM Smith.  I have attached copies of the required Resolutions and 

Loan Orders.  

 

 The City Council should recognize that these significant borrowings 

within the City’s Water & Sewer Enterprise Fund will likely be a regular 

annual event during the course of the next decade.  The construction work 

proposed with this new fund, as well as similar work necessary in future 

years, will be required commitments of the City’s Consent Decree with the 

U.S. Dept. of Justice, to remedy historic violations of the Federal Clean Water 

Act. 

 

 Specifically, the work proposed under the CY-2015 CWSRF funding 

will accomplish the following.  The $2.9 million in construction funds will be 

utilized for three categories of work:   

 

(4) To remove and redirect sources of illicit connections to the sewer 

system; and 

 

(5) To extend drains as necessary to remove illicit connections to the sewer 

system. 

 



  I ask that the City Council approve the Resolutions and move this Loan 

Order to a public hearing at its earliest opportunity.  In advance of the public 

hearing, I will arrange for the City’s consultants, CDM Smith, to provide the 

City Council with an update on the status of the previous and ongoing work 

completed within our sewer and stormwater systems to meet the demands of 

the EPA, the U.S. Justice Dept. and the Consent Decree.  This background 

should assist the Council as it deliberates on this most recent funding request. 

 

  Ordered referred to a public hearing. 

 

15-128  19. Comm. from the Mayor: 

 

 Re: Proposed Fiscal Year 2016 Operating Budget  

 

 I am pleased to submit for your consideration a proposed Fiscal Year 

2016 Operating Budget for the City of Revere in the amount of $168,473,027. 

This budget is presented on time, within 170 days after the January 5, 2015 

annual organizational meeting of the City Council, in accordance with Mass 

General Law, Ch. 44 Sec. 32.  The Government Finance Officers Association 

of the United States (GFOA) awarded a Distinguished Budget Presentation 

Award to the City of Revere for its FY15 budget presentation. This award, the 

first of its kind for the City of Revere, represents a significant achievement for 

our entire municipal work force, especially the financial team. We also 

recently received a Comprehensive Analytical Financial Reporting (CAFR) 

award along with a bond upgrade this past April to AA-. All of these 

achievements point to continued sound financial management.  

 

We are grateful to the Edward J. Collins Center for Public Management at 

the University of Massachusetts for their support and assistance in the 

development of our budgeting process. I am also equally thankful to all of our 

department heads for their dedication and commitment to this new and 

developing program that demonstrates transparency for the public. 

We used Local Aid estimates based on the House Final Budget figures that 

were available at the time the budget was submitted to the City Council. 

Current FY16 state aid “Cherry Sheet” estimates provide $54,197,128 to 

school spending through Chapter 70 and $9,482,988 to General Government 

through Unrestricted General Government Aid (UGGA). In FY15 Chapter 70 

funding was $50,950,075 and UGGA was $9,153,463; FY16 estimates 

represent a 6.4% and 3.6% increase, respectively. 

 

Every budget cycle brings its own distinctive challenges and opportunities. We 

continue to prioritize funding for our core tenets of public education, public 

safety, economic development, and the rebuilding of our aging infrastructure. 

We are seeing public and private investments in Revere continue to rise, 

which will boost our short and long term economic growth forecasts.  

 

Some key factors to consider in reviewing this year’s budget include the 

following: 

 

Education-Strengthening our commitment to our children and our schools 

This year’s budget increases funding to Revere’s public schools by $4,255,902. 

The total proposed spending for Public Education in FY16 is $74,386,225. 

Chapter 70 spending received a $3,247,053 increase in FY16. We believe that 

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter44/Section32
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this level of funding will allow us to continue to fund the many outstanding 

existing programs within our public schools. Additionally, we believe that this 

proposed budget will enable us to move forward with important goals, such as 

advancing high quality instructional practices, furthering expanded learning 

time opportunities, and maintain the existing culture of high expectations for 

both teachers and students throughout all Revere schools. The completion of 

the new Staff Sergeant James J. Hill School and Harry Della Russo Stadium, 

are other key milestones which will provide our youth state of the art 

facilities.  

 

While we will surely miss Dr. Dakin, I do believe that our new School 

Superintendent, Dr. Dianne Kelly will continue to lead the School Department 

towards excellence for years to come, and I look forward to working with her 

and the School Committee.  

 

Public Safety-Keeping our neighborhoods and homes safe 

As most of you know, I have always considered my number one responsibility 

as Mayor to be the safety and security of our neighborhoods.  My financial 

commitment in the FY16 budget is in keeping with these priorities. The total 

proposed spending for public safety, including Fire, Inspectional Services and 

Police, in FY16 is $21,138,748. This is an increase of $163,614 over last year. 

 

One of the four (4) Police Captains is retiring this coming year and we will not 

be filling that position. Instead we are budgeting for two (2) additional Police 

Officers. Every day I hear from residents about the need for increased patrols 

and we believe that these additional officers will help accomplish this.  

Proposed funding will bring the compliment of the Police Department to 97 

Officers. This is still a far cry from the number of uniformed officers we had 

back in the late 90’s when the department had 117 members- however, we are 

slowly, but steadily trying to rebuild, given the resources we have. Clearly, 

our ultimate goal is to put us in a better position to respond to the needs of our 

growing city. Under the leadership of Chief Joseph Cafarelli, patrol officers 

are being dispatched in a way that maximizes effectiveness by identifying 

areas that may be subjected to higher rates of certain incidents, and in some 

cases, targeted patrols are utilized to combat criminal activity as reported by 

residents throughout the city regarding their specific areas.  

 

The Fire Department under the direction of Chief Gene Doherty continues to 

focus on training and increased response times. While the Revere Fire 

Department already has amongst the best response times in the 

Commonwealth, Chief Doherty recognizes that the status quo does not breed 

excellence and so they continue to look for ways to improve. With regards to 

funding, it is important to note that when I assumed office, the department 

was already out of contract multiple years. After many amicable meetings, it 

was agreed upon that we simply could not agree. This led to arbitration. As a 

result, you will see proposed funding consistent with the new collective 

bargaining agreement. This year’s compliment of fire fighters will total 98. It 

is important to note that of these 98, 10 have historically been funded from 

other sources, mainly through a federal “Safer Grant”. Unfortunately, that 

grant is no longer available to us. Once again, in keeping with our 

commitment to public safety, we have committed to retain these officers in 

order to ensure adequate response time to fires and medical aid calls within 

the city of Revere.  



 

A final note: we continue our efforts with our Police and Fire, in conjunction 

with the Town of Winthrop toward our long awaited Regional Emergency 

Communications Center (RECC). Call takers are budgeted within the Fire 

and Police Department budgets and will be re-assigned to the RECC during 

FY16. 

 

Code Enforcement-Promoting a healthy environment 

We began implementation of Massachusetts General Law, Ch. 40U for code 

enforcement in April 2015 after years of planning and study. We deeply 

appreciate the City Council’s support in this endeavor. Seeking to build upon 

the progress of the Safe Housing Initiative, Ch. 40U is part of a larger 

citywide approach to address problem properties.  

 

In order to support this program we have increased hours for administrative 

support for one clerk and a local inspector in the Inspectional Services 

Department. This program also required additional staff hours in the 

Solicitor’s budget by the addition of a new Municipal Hearings Officer 

(MHO). The addition of the MHO was first submitted to the Council in FY15. 

Over the past year, the City through the City Solicitor has collected over 

$160,000 in court ordered judgments relating to property owners failure to 

abide by City ordinances. We believe that Ch. 40U will be a cost justified 

program as we continue to resolve quality of life issues and increase collection 

rates for tickets.  

 

Economic Development-Expanding the commercial tax base 

We stay firmly committed to an aggressive approach towards economic 

development in Revere and while the market is intent in providing much 

needed residential housing units, our focus continues to be diversifying our 

commercial tax base. We believe this will ultimately lead to tax relief for our 

residential rate payers. As Federal and State budgets tighten, grants 

previously available to fund positions in Planning and Community 

Development, as well as Economic Development has dried up. This however, 

should not curb our efforts to invest in economic growth and development. 

We have numerous public and private projects that are either underway or in 

the planning stages across the community.  

 

Recently, we held a groundbreaking at 660 Ocean Avenue of 230 luxury 

apartments. This is phase 2 of the Waterfront Square transit oriented 

development project at Wonderland Station. The general contractor is Plumb 

House Construction Company, Inc. of Milford, Massachusetts and the 

architect is Arrowstreet of Boston. Initial occupancy for the project is 

scheduled for late 2016. The Vanguard a 194 unit luxury complex rapidly 

nearing completion is Phase 1 of the massive master-planned project 

spearheaded by Eurovest Development here. Occupancy of the Vanguard 

units will begin this summer. The first and second phases of the project 

represent a private investment of $85 million.  

 

The revitalization of Broadway continues to progress with over $14 million in 

public and private moneys secured. The Neighborhood Developers have 

begun construction of a new 39 unit senior housing facility at the old 

Reardon’s restaurant site. For Kids Only, and Motorcycles of Manchester, 

have also begun construction of new facilities in the same area. The City is 



also partnering with a local business owner to revitalize 10 storefronts in 

between Foster Street and Park Avenue along Broadway.  

 

We are also extremely excited at seeing the Plan Revere public visioning 

process get underway. Plan Revere will commission a community based 

visioning process for the entire City of Revere that focuses on our strongest 

assets; proximity to Boston, waterfront, and access to public transportation. 

The Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC) will be assisting the City in 

facilitating this process.  

 

Rebuilding our Aging Infrastructure 

Keeping pace with our aging infrastructure is both a necessity and challenge. 

One glaring example I can cite is the harsh winter we just experienced and the 

resulting damages to our city streets. Thankfully we received support from 

the state, in the form of the Winter Recovery Assistance Program (WRAP), to 

help address the seemingly endless number of potholes across our community.  

 

My Administration inherited the Water/Sewer Consent Decree that the City 

of Revere entered into with the Department of Justice and the Environmental 

Protection Agency which continues to force us to update our aging water and 

sewer infrastructure. Total projected direct expenses in the Water and Sewer 

Enterprise Fund in FY16 is $19,402,025 which is an increase of $977,644, 

without allocated costs such as shared overhead, health insurance and debt 

service.  Total costs including allocated costs total in FY16 of $24,064,368 and 

FY15 of $22,876,712, which is an increase of $1,187,656.  It’s no surprise that 

work being done with regards to updates and improvements to our water and 

sewer infrastructure are the most costly. In order to meet the demands of the 

Consent Decree staffing must be increased at Public Works and this budget 

reflects this need.  

 

These improvements will ultimately lead to the detection and elimination of 

illegal sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs) in the City over the next 10 years. The 

improvement projects target sources of inflow and infiltration (I/I) within the 

City’s aging sewer and drainage system(s). While we are appropriating 

resources needed to meet our obligations under the currently negotiated 

Consent Decree, we continue to challenge the city’s ability to pay for repairs 

needed to resolve more than 100 years of neglect in an unrealistic 10 year time 

period. Our Water & Sewer rate payers should not be subjected to such 

draconian terms and conditions. It is my hope that we will see some relief 

from this decree in the near future. For the purposes of this budget, MWRA 

rate assessments for Water and Sewer are $5,013,281 and $10,366,795 

respectively, which reflects a 4.7% increase from the MWRA. 

 

Other Factors Impacting the FY16 Budget 

The Commonwealth's Minimum Fair Wage Law, Mass General Law, Ch. 151, 

will make the minimum wage for City Employees $10 per hour effective 

January 1, 2016. The minimum wage, under Ch. 151, will rise to $11 effective 

January 1, 2017. These wage increases will impact the youth summer jobs 

program, senior maintenance programs, and city hall call takers. 

 

In addition, retirement and health insurance costs are continuing to rise 

annually, FY16 change from FY15 is $498,808.  The City of Revere’s 

pension/retirement appropriation has increased for by $463,286 or 5% over 



FY15, as mandated by the Public Employee Retirement Administration 

Commission (PERAC) and provided for in the actuarial funding schedule 

 

Finally it is important to note that when I took office in 2012 all city union 

contracts were expired. One contract had expired two years previous and 

eventually ended up in front of the Joint Labor Management Commission. 

The result of which proved to be less of a strain on the City’s finances than the 

judgments other City and towns received across the State. My major main 

concern is the affordability to the City of these contract negotiations. I 

continue to work with all of our unions to come to fair and equitable contracts 

for those men and women who provide valuable services to this community. 

In closing, the annual budget process is no easy task. I appreciate the hard 

work and cooperation we received from all of our department heads. I cannot 

say enough about the long hours, time, and effort put forth by our entire 

Finance Department, led by Director of Finance George Anzuoni and Auditor 

Laurie Giardella. Their tireless work ensured that this budget was ready for 

timely submission to your honorable body.  

 

I look forward to working with you over the coming weeks to enact the 

proposed FY16 spending plan for municipal and school operations.  

 

  Ordered referred to Ways and Means. 

 

     Motions 

 

15-123 20. Ordered on a Motion of Councillor Morabito, Giannino, 

Arrigo, and Novoselsky as amended: That the City Council draft an 

Ordinance designating public parks and alcohol, tobacco, drug, and weapon 

free.   The purpose of this ordinance is to ensure that the city’s parks are a 

clean and healthy recreational space for all residents to enjoy. 

 

Further, that a copy be forwarded to the Chief of Police for his input and 

recommendations.    Further Ordered, that a copy be forwarded to the Parks 

and Recreation sub-committee for discussion. 

 

15-124 21. Ordered on a Motion presented by Councillor Zambuto:  

That the City Council present a Certificate of Commendation to George 

Anzuoni, Revere Housing Authority Chairman for being selected as the “2015 

Regional Commissioner of the Year” by the New England Regional Council 

for demonstrating excellence in advocating for and developing the financial, 

political, and community support necessary to maintain successful housing 

programs. 

 

15-125 22. Ordered on a Motion presented by Councillor Powers:  

That the Mayor request the Building Inspector to complete an inspection of 

the premises located at 570 Revere Beach Boulevard to determine the 

structural integrity of the building and report his findings to the City Council 

within fourteen days. 

 

15-126 23. Ordered on a Motion presented by Councillor Patch:  That 

the Mayor request the DPW to paint appropriate traffic lines and lane 

indicators along Washington Avenue and Linden Square.  Traffic markings 

are completely faded which poses a public safety hazard for motorists.   



 

  Ordered on a Motion of Councillor Zambuto:  That the City 

Council now stands adjourned to meet on Monday, June 28, 2015, at 6:00 

P.M. 

 

   Ordered adjourned at 7:45 P.M. 

 

15-119  24. Reconsideration filed by Councillor Zambuto on 

Council Order 15-119A, Economic Development Committee Report, at a 

meeting of the Council held on June 8, 2015. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

       (s) Anthony Zambuto 

        REVERE CITY COUNCIL 

 

        Attest: 

 

 

        City Clerk   


