
 

City Councillor Joseph A. DelGrosso 

City Council Chamber 

February 10, 2014 

 

   Regular meeting of the Revere City Council was called to 

order at 6:00 P.M. 

 

   President Zambuto presiding. 

 

        Salute to the Flag by the members of the Revere City  

Council and those in attendance. 

 

         Roll Call:   Councillors Arrigo, Giannino, Guinasso, Haas, 

Morabito, Novoselsky, Patch, Powers, Reardon and Council President 

Zambuto present.  Councillor Penta absent. 

 

         The Journal of the meeting held on February 3, 2014 was  

declared approved as presented. 

   

Ordered on a Motion of Councillor Guinasso:  That the 

Rules of Order be suspended for the purpose of taking up and acting upon 

Committee Reports. 

 

     The Committee on Ways and Means recommends adoption 

of the following: 

 

14-035 5. Comm. from the Mayor relative to the contract between the 

City of Revere and the Revere Firefighters’ Union. 

 

   Motion presented by the Revere City Council:  Shall the 

City Council approve the union contracts by and between the City of Revere 

and the Revere Firefighters Union covering the periods from July 1, 2010 to 

June 30, 2013 and July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2015? 

 

   Motion was declared Ordered on a Roll Call: Councillors 

Arrigo, Giannino, Guinasso, Haas, Morabito, Novoselsky, Patch, Powers, 

Reardon and Council President Zambuto voting “YES”.  Councillor Penta 

absent. 

 

Motion presented by the City Council:  That the following 

transfer be approved as follows: 

 

From      To 

 

Stabilization Fund   Reserve Contract Negotiations Account 

$1,650,000.00    $1,650,000.00 

 

   Motion was declared Ordered on a Roll Call: Councillors 

Arrigo, Giannino, Guinasso, Haas, Morabito, Novoselsky, Patch, Powers, 

Reardon and Council President Zambuto voting “YES”.  Councillor Penta 

absent. 

 



14-034 6. Comm. from the Mayor relative to contract salary 

renegotiations for the position of Superintendent of Public Works. 

    

Motion presented by the Council:  Shall the City Council 

approve the renegotiated union contract by and between the City of Revere 

and Unit A of the Laborer’s Union Local #22 as it pertains to the base salary 

for the Superintendent of Public Works? 

 

   Motion was declared Ordered on a Roll Call: Councillors 

Arrigo, Giannino, Guinasso, Haas, Morabito, Novoselsky, Patch, Powers, 

Reardon and Council President Zambuto voting “YES”.  Councillor Penta 

absent. 

 

   Councillor Powers moved for immediate reconsideration on 

the vote taken with the hope it would not prevail. 

 

   Reconsideration was declared lost. 

 

The Committee on Appointments recommends 

confirmation of the following:   

 

14-027 7. Residency waiver for Lauren Ciuksza, Part-time, Public 

Library, 26 Saratoga St., East Boston, MA. 

 

Motion presented by Councillor Guinasso:  In accordance 

with Title 2, Section 2.06.060 (b) that a residency waiver be granted to Lauren 

Ciuksza for a part-time position in the Revere Public Library. 

 

   Motion was declared Ordered on a Roll Call: Councillors 

Arrigo, Giannino, Guinasso, Haas, Morabito, Novoselsky, Patch, Powers, 

Reardon and Council President Zambuto voting “YES”.  Councillor Penta 

absent. 

 

14-028         8.        Re-appointment to the Conservation Commission Joseph A. 

LaValle, 41 Bickford Avenue, Revere, MA for a 3 year term. 

 

            Re-appointment to the Health Board, Dr. John L. 

Bennecchi, 140 School Street, Revere, MA for a 3 year term. 

 

            Re-appointment to the Disability Commission, Lucy 

Cavallo, 4 Adams Court, Revere, MA for a 3 year term. 

 

   Motion to confirm the appointments as reported by 

Chairman Guinasso was declared Ordered on a Roll Call: Councillors Arrigo, 

Giannino, Guinasso, Haas, Morabito, Novoselsky, Patch, Powers, Reardon 

and Council President Zambuto voting “YES”.  Councillor Penta absent. 

 

   The Chair referred back to the regular order of business at 

this time. 

  



 

     Public Hearings 

C-14-03 

14-038                9.  Hearing called as ordered, upon the special permit 

application of the Department of Planning and Community Development for 

the reconstruction of Harry Della Russo Stadium. 

 

Proponents 

 

Frank Stringi, Director of Community Development 

 

Opponents 

 

None 

   

  Comm. from Site Plan Review Committee: 

 

Please be advised that the Site Plan Review Committee has reviewed the 

above referenced site plan for the reconstruction of Harry Della Russo 

Stadium. The site plan reflects all recommendations and comments by the Site 

Plan Review Committee and Stadium Design Committee. There have been 

numerous meetings held with keen attention placed on all details of the new 

stadium. The following recreational activities and stadium amenities have 

been incorporated into the final design: 

 

1. Multi-purpose artificial turf field to accommodate football, soccer, field 

hockey, and lacrosse. 

2. 400 meter track with field events for shot put, javelin, long jump, 

discus, and high jump. 

3. 2000 seat bleacher system with handicapped accessibility and new 

heated press box and built in storage units below. 

4. Two basketball courts and two tennis courts. 

5. Full lighting for all field events as well as basketball and tennis court 

facilities. 

6. Two separate buildings at west and east end of the stadium with 

exterior finishes that match the new Hill School and housing offices, 

storage bays, concessions, ticket booths, bathroom facilities, and field 

houses for home, visiting teams and referees. 

7. Ornamental fencing and brick pillars along the Park Ave. frontage with 

new main entrance concourse at center of bleachers on Park Ave. and 

new east entrance concourse and plaza adjacent to the new Hill School. 

8. New fencing along the Allston St. and Fernwood Ave. frontage with new 

concrete sidewalks and street trees. 

9. New landscaped memorial with pavers and flagpole in northeast corner 

of stadium (all existing memorials will be placed in the relocated 

memorial section). 

10. New state of the art scoreboard. 

11. The new stadium will have the benefit of approximately 100 new 

parking spaces to be constructed adjacent to the stadium as part of the 

new Hill School with pedestrian access directly to the east plaza 

entrance. 

12. New upgraded drainage system including upgraded 24” drain line 

servicing the Park Ave. area. 



13. Infrastructure will include accommodations for fiberoptics, internet, 

wireless internet, security cameras and sound system. 

 

Ordered received and made part of. 

 

  Hearing held, subject matter referred to Zoning sub-committee. 

 

14-010   10.   Hearing called, as ordered, upon An Amendment to the 

Senior Citizen Property Tax Work-Off Abatement Ordinance. 

 

Proponents 

 

Lois Neilson, Eustis Street, Revere, MA 

 

Opponents 

 

None 

 

  Hearing held, subject matter referred to Ways and Means. 

 

Communications 

 

14-039  11. Comm. from the Election Commissioner: 

 

In January 2013 members of The Revere on the Move Task Force 

established two initiatives to work with the residents of the City of Revere in 

hopes that they could lead a healthier lifestyle by making better food choices 

and living a more active lifestyle. 

   

The Healthy Corner Store Initiative focused on working with 

store owners to provide residents with healthy food options in areas most in 

need while the Healthy Dining Initiative worked with restaurant owners to 

provide healthier options to residents when dining out. 

   

 As such the committee has proclaimed the week of February 16
th

 

– 22, 2014 as Healthy Eating Week with the enclosed Proclamation to mark 

the celebration! 

   

A community gathering will take place on Tuesday, February 18, 

2014 from 10:30 a.m. to noon at the American Legion Building,  249 

Broadway, Revere, MA.  The public is invited and encouraged to attend. 

 

Thank you for your continued support.   

  

Proclamation 

 

Whereas, Revere on the Move, a Mass in Motion initiative, funded in part by 

Partners Healthcare, led by the City of Revere, MHG Revere CARES, and a 

Task Force that represents our many close partner organizations and 

dedicated community members is working to make Revere a close knit, 

bustling community where healthy eating and physical activity are an integral 

part of everyday life, leading to a reduction in chronic disease rates; and 



Whereas, February 9, 2014, marks the 4
th

 Anniversary of First Lady Michelle 

Obama’s Let’s Move! Initiative. Let’s Move! is built on the premise that 

everyone has role to play in reducing childhood obesity - from businesses and 

communities to child care providers, faith leaders, chefs, schools, mayors, 

parents and individuals  - ensuring that all kids can grow up healthy and have 

the opportunity to pursue their dreams; and 

 

Whereas, Lets Move! Cities and Towns and counties calls upon local elected 

officials to adopt sustainable and holistic policies that improve communities’ 

access to healthy affordable foods and opportunities for physical activity 

through five goal areas: 

 

•Goal I:  Start Early, Start Smart:  Promoting best practices for nutrition, 

physical activity, and screen time in early care and education settings 

 

•Goal II:  My Plate, Your Place:  Prominently displaying my plate in all 

municipal or county venues where food is served. 

 

•Goal III:  Smart Servings for Students:  Increasing participation in school 

breakfast and lunch programs. 

 

•Goal IV:  Model Food Service:    Implementing healthy and sustainable food 

service guidelines that are aligned with the Dietary Guidelines for Americans. 

 

•Goal V:  Active Kids at Play:  Increasing opportunities for physical activity 

 

Whereas, four Gold Medals and one Bronze Medal were awarded to the City 

of Revere for action taken to improve access to healthy affordable food and 

increase opportunities for physical activity, making Revere a national leader 

in educating students about eating well, providing healthy school breakfasts 

and lunches and expanding opportunities for active play. 

 

Whereas, Revere on the Move is launching a The Healthy Corner Store 

initiative focused on improving access to healthy food options in areas most in 

need with corner stores that are committed to meeting recommended 

guidelines to provide healthy, affordable options for their customers, and 

 

Whereas,  Revere on the Move is launching a Healthy Dining Initiative 

focused on providing healthy, nutritious dining options with restaurants 

committed to at least meet recommended basic guidelines and in time, beyond 

basic guidelines, to provide Revere Residents with opportunities to enjoy a 

healthy restaurant meal; and 

 

Whereas, there will be a series of special events February l6 to 22, 2014  to 

celebrate the community’s effort to lead healthier lives and to commend and 

thank the businesses that have joined in such a meritorious endeavor; 

Therefore, Be It Resolved that We, REVERE CITY COUNCIL And Mayor 

Dan Rizzo, proclaim the week of February l6, to the 22
nd

 of 2014 as Healthy 

Eating Week.   On Tuesday, February l8th from l0:30 a.m., to 12 p.m. at the 

American Legion Hall join us for a Special Taste Testing event and 

showcasing of participating businesses.   We urge all residents, youth, 

children, parents, teachers, administrators, schools, and school districts in 



Revere, to participate in this event and visiting businesses.  We encourage 

everyone to consider healthy eating this week and every week. 

 

Resolution was ADOPTED on a Roll Call:  Councillors Arrigo, 

 Giannino, Guinasso, Haas, Morabito, Novoselsky, Patch, Powers, Reardon 

and Council President Zambuto voting "YES".  Councillor Penta absent. 

 

  Ordered on a Motion of Councillor Reardon: That several lates be 

admitted for consideration. 

 

  12. Comm. from the Site Plan Review Committee 

 

PUD-14-01  PUD – 29 Thayer Avenue, Special Permit 

Please be advised that pursuant to Section17.20.050 of the Revised Revere 

Zoning Ordinance, the Project Review Board has reviewed the above 

referenced special permit site plan for a proposed PUD at 29 Thayer Avenue 

for the construction of a 42 unit residential condominium. In accordance with 

Section 17.20.050, the following findings and modifications have been 

recommended with respect to the proposed PUD. The following project review 

conditions are made advisory to the City Council and do not reflect an 

approval or disapproval of the special permit application and are presented to 

the City Council as mitigation measures that may be used to minimize impacts 

if a special permit is issued. 

  

1. The proposed project is located within a single-family residential 

neighborhood bordered by the Pines River, Gibson Park, and single-

family homes. The average height of the surrounding residential 

structures is 25-ft. and 2 ½ stories.  

 

2. In accordance with Section 17.20.030, the purpose of the PUD district is 

to provide for a mixture of land usage within the city at greater density 

and intensity than would normally be allowed, provided that the land 

usage can be shown to be in the public good and will improve and/or 

reinforce the livability and aesthetic qualities of the surrounding 

neighborhood and/or environment; is consistent with the objectives of 

the City of Revere Zoning Ordinance under 17.04.010; promotes the 

development of housing in Revere; and preserves, promotes and 

encourages the use of public and private open space. 

 

3. In accordance with the PUD’s intent to improve and/or reinforce the 

livability and aesthetic qualities of the surrounding neighborhood 

and/or environment, it is the Project Review Committee’s strong 

recommendation that the following changes be made to the proposed 

residential structure: the 4
th

 story be reduced to a ½ story with the 

maximum height of the structure reduced to 40-ft and 3 ½ stories; the 

remaining 1
st
, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 stories would remain as proposed providing 

for a terraced shape building with both ends of the building being no 

higher than 2 stories providing the current foot print of the building is 

consistent with Chapter 91 regulations and the Rivers Protection Act. 

 

4. In accordance with Section 17.20.170, at least 10% of the land must be 

set aside for permanent usable open space. This open space area shall be 

provided along the riverfront for public use. To address the public 



benefit of this open space area it is recommended that a public boat 

ramp be constructed for use by area residents. The final plan submittal 

shall also include a landscaping plan, which provides for a landscaped 

buffer zone between the residential neighborhood and the development 

site. This plan shall include a variety of mature evergreens and 

deciduous trees along Thayer Ave. and the perimeter of the site 

adjacent to Gibson Park. 

 

5. The site is located within the ACEC and riverfront zone and unless 

otherwise noted by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 

Protection, shall be subject to the filing of an Environmental 

Notification Form with MEPA and issuance of a Chapter 91 License as 

well as an Order of Conditions. 

 

6. The final plan submittal shall include an evaluation study of the 

capacity of the existing sewer pump station on the Lynnway and the 

capability of this station to handle the additional wastewater flow. Also, 

the sewer main along John Avenue across North Shore Road must be 

cleaned and televised because of the number of problems encountered 

with this main. It is recommended that the main either be lined or 

replaced based on the results of the sewer evaluation. 

 

7. The final plan submittal shall include provisions for looping the water 

distribution system in the vicinity of Gibson Park and Whiten Ave. 

extension due to poor pressure and water quality in the area. Also, the 

water line along John Avenue and across North Shore Road must be 

relined or replaced as required by the DPW due to ongoing problems 

and breaks in the line. 

 

8. The final plan submittal shall include a traffic impact study for Mills 

Ave. and the intersection of Mills Ave. and North Shore Road as a result 

of increased traffic generation due to the proposed development. Also, 

the final plan submittal shall include provisions for traffic calming 

measures along Mills Ave. such as speed humps to be designed in 

accordance with MassHighway standards. 

 

9. Prior to the submittal of the final plan with the aforementioned changes, 

it is recommended that the developer meet with the Riverside 

Neighborhood Association to garner additional input and concerns that 

the neighborhood association may have as a result of the proposed PUD. 

 

14-040 13. Comm. from the Mayor: 

 

 Re:  Appearance before the City Council on Monday, February 24, 2014 

 I, along with Nick Catinazzo, Director of Municipal Inspections, would 

like to appear before the Council on Monday, February 24, 2014, at 6:00 P.M., 

to ask that the Council approve the establishment of an Elderly Flu Revolving 

Account (Account No. 0l5212-525800) in order that the receipts received from 

seasonal influenza vaccines can be deposited into that fund.   The projected 

annual revenues are anticipated to be $12K – 15K.  The intention is to make 

this a self supporting program and have funds available in the event of a 

pandemic or other disaster.    In addition funds will cover costs of running the 

program., such as vaccine clinic supplies, office expenses and other related 



costs.  Originally these expenses were funded as an appropriation line item.  

Funding was cut in 2006, due to insurance reimbursements. 

 

  Ordered referred to the meeting on February 24
th

. 

 

14-003A 14. Ordered on a Motion of Councillor Powers:   That the 

Mayor require the business and condominium complex located at the corner 

of North Shore Road and Shawmut Street to clear the snow from the sidewalk 

during snow events.  The sidewalks have yet to be cleared by these entities 

throughout this winter season.   Pedestrians from this neighborhood cannot 

use the sidewalk or gain access to the pedestrian crosswalks which causes a 

public safety hazard. 

 

   Ordered on a Motion of Councillor Haas:  That the City 

Council now stands adjourned to meet on Monday evening, February 24, 

2014, at 6:00 P.M. 

 

   Ordered adjourned at 6:52 P.M. 

 

      Attest: 

 

      City Clerk 

 

 

 


